
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

DATE: July 8, 2026 

TO: Prospective Senior Design Non-power Project Sponsors 

FROM: Patrick Pedrow, Associate Professor (pedrow@wsu.edu) 

REGARDING: Senior Design Projects for WSU School of EECS  

With the 2026 fall semester approaching (starts Monday August 24, 2026) I am in need of senior design 

projects, and it is my hope you can provide one. This memo relates to non-power projects for computer 

engineering students and for electrical engineering students not on the power track. In a Q/A format, here are 

details: 

1. Q: What is the macroscopic time frame for these projects? A: They start in August 2026 and end in May 2027. 

2. Q: Is a budget required? A: In most cases, no formal budget or contract is required. The sponsoring company 

informally agrees to provide a practicing engineer or scientist as the team's mentor and provide supplies such as 

software licenses (if needed), microcontrollers, and printed circuit board (PCB) charges, when approved by the 

team’s industry mentor. 

3. Q: How much time is required from the mentoring engineer? A: Typically, the mentor videoconferences with 

the team for about an hour each week or every other week. Many team questions are answered via short emails. 

4. Q: What are the key features of an engineering senior design project? A: The team is asked to design an 

engineering system that satisfies real-world engineering needs. These are not research projects, not testing 

projects, and not engineering studies; however, research, testing, and studies are integral activities in the iterative 

design algorithm. Ideally, the project is not over-specified by the sponsor so that the team is allowed to apply their 

iterative design skills to develop target technical specifications before they invoke concept generation, concept 

selection, prototype construction, validation, and testing. 

5. Q: How can I submit a project? A: Write a one- or two-page abstract that describes the project – see the sample 

in the Appendix. Send the abstract to the instructor Patrick Pedrow (pedrow@wsu.edu). Sponsors are welcome to 

use their own template to describe their project; however, the phrase “the team will design a system” should 

dominate over phrases like “the team will conduct an engineering study” or “the team will evaluate field data 

already collected”. If possible, the abstract will describe engineering tools that the team will learn and utilize if 

they join your design team. Here is a list of words and acronyms some students will recognize from EECS 

courses: FPGA, ASIC, VHDL, Python, Simulink, UAV, MATLAB, ADS, Cadence, OrCAD, LTspice, Arduino, 

printed circuit boards, RISC-V systems, Verilog, UART, GPIO, Memory Controllers, Ultrasound sensors and 

systems, etc.  

6. Q: What is the deadline for submitting the abstract? A: Ideally, on or before July 27 a sponsor will ask the 

instructor to reserve a team for them and then the first version of the sponsor’s abstract will be sent via email to 

the instructor on or before August 7; that gives the sponsor and instructor sufficient time to resolve residual 

questions regarding the project.  

7. Q: How can I obtain answers to additional questions? A: Contact the instructor Patrick Pedrow 

(pedrow@wsu.edu). 

8. Q: How many non-power teams are expected for this cycle of senior design? A: About seven non-power teams 

with about 4 students per team will be required to meet expected enrollment. This is a substantial increase over 
previous years.  

 Mentored senior design projects are synergistic activities for the sponsoring company to meet soon-to-

graduate engineering students and for these students to learn about the sponsoring company and participate in 

modern engineering practices. Thanks for considering this opportunity. 
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APPENDIX: Sample Abstract 

 

 

 


